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at DOE for energy efficiency, renewable en-
ergy, natural gas, and distributed power gen-
eration systems. Specific examples of these
investments include more efficient tech-
nologies for our factories and homes, weath-
erization of low income households, tech-
nologies to produce biofuels and power from
biomass, and the Partnership for a New Gen-
eration of Vehicles (PNGV)—a collaborative
effort with automakers to deliver affordable
cars that are three times more fuel efficient.
Yet, Congress has failed to support these crit-
ical goals, approving only 12 percent of our
proposed increases for energy efficiency and
renewables over the past seven years. This
year, the House has already cut DOE’s FY
2001 budget for energy efficiency programs
below last year’s enacted level and has cut
virtually all DOE funding for the PNGV pro-
gram.

Third, two years ago I submitted the Com-
prehensive Electricity Restructuring Act to
Congress, to improve the operation and effi-
ciency of the electricity sector. Congress to
date has not enacted a comprehensive re-
structuring bill. Such legislation would im-
prove the reliability of our electric power sys-
tem, provide American consumers an esti-
mated annual savings of $20 billion as a result
of competition in electricity markets, and sig-
nificantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Fourth, to address energy supply emer-
gencies, I have called for reauthorization of
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR), the
establishment of a regional home heating oil
reserve in the Northeast, and replenishment
of the Low Income Home Energy Assistance
Program emergency funds. Authorization for
the SPR expired on March 31, 2000. It is
critical that the SPR be reauthorized so that
I have available all means to respond to any
possible energy supply emergency. Further,
the Department of Energy cannot establish
a regional home heating oil reserve in the
Northeast to respond to shortages of home
heating oil until Congress either reauthorizes
the SPR or separately passes legislation au-
thorizing the creation of such a reserve with
a responsible trigger. Because Congress has
failed to act thus far, it will be virtually im-
possible to establish a home heating oil re-
serve in time for next winter.

America needs a balanced, forward-look-
ing energy policy based on the proposals that
my Administration has put before Congress.
We are committed to a responsible approach
that will infuse our energy sector with both
efficiency and competition; that values clean
air, clean water, and healthy lands; and that
seeks to cushion America against emer-
gencies in the energy market. Congress
should act on my proposals without further
hesitation.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives; Richard
A. Gephardt, House minority leader; Trent Lott,
Senate majority leader; and Tom Daschle, Senate
minority leader. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
an Amendment to the Montreal
Protocol
June 22, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, the
Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer
(the ‘‘Montreal Protocol’’), adopted at Beijing
on December 3, 1999, by the Eleventh
Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Pro-
tocol (the ‘‘Beijing Amendment’’). The report
of the Department of State is also enclosed
for the information of the Senate.

The principal features of the Beijing
Amendment, which was negotiated under
the auspices of the United Nations Environ-
ment Program, are the addition of trade con-
trols on hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs),
the addition of production controls on
HCFCs, the addition of
bromochloromethane to the substances con-
trolled under the Montreal Protocol, and the
addition of mandatory reporting require-
ments on the use of methyl bromide for quar-
antine and preshipment purposes. The Bei-
jing Amendment will constitute a major step
forward in protecting public health and the
environment from potential adverse effects
of stratospheric ozone depletion.
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By its terms, the Beijing Amendment will
enter into force on January 1, 2001, provided
that at least 20 parties have indicated their
consent to be bound. The Beijing Amend-
ment provides that no State may become a
party unless it previously has become (or si-
multaneously becomes) a party to the 1997
Montreal Amendment. The Montreal
Amendment is currently before the Senate
for its advice and consent to ratification (Sen-
ate Treaty Doc. No. 106–10).

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Beijing
Amendment and give its advice and consent
to ratification, at the same time as it gives
its advice and consent to ratification of the
Montreal Amendment.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 22, 2000.

Remarks at a Reception for
Congressional Candidate Susan
Davis in San Diego, California
June 22, 2000

Thank you. I’m sorry Susan couldn’t be
here today, but I’m glad she’s doing her job.
[Laughter] That’s what Democrats do. And
I feel really comfortable having Steve here,
because we’re both campaigning for positions
in the congressional spouses’ club. [Laugh-
ter]

I want to thank Congressman Bob Filner
for that rousing speech and for the wonderful
service he gives to you, to California, and to
our Nation every day in the United States
Congress.

Somewhere in this crowd we have two
other Democratic candidates for Congress—
George Barraza and Craig Barkacs. Where
are they? They’re here somewhere. Give
them a hand. There they are. [Applause] On
my way in, the first lady of California, Sharon
Davis, met me. I want to thank her for being
here.

And I want to say to all of you, thanks.
I think all of you know the role that this State
played in our campaign in ’92 and in ’96;
the unbelievable vote we got here against all
the odds in 1992, when I became the first

Democrat since Harry Truman to carry San
Diego, and I thank you.

I just want to say one or two words. You
know, I can speak with a certain freedom
about this election because it’s the first time
in 26 years I haven’t been on the ballot.
[Laughter] Most days, I’m okay about it.
[Laughter] I know it’s hot in here, and I want
to get out and shake hands and all that, but
I want you to just listen for a minute. Some-
body might ask you why you came here, and
I want you to be able to give a good answer.

Now, we have worked hard to turn this
country around. And where I could—where
I could in good faith, I have worked with
the Republicans. But they opposed our eco-
nomic policy and said it would bankrupt the
country. Instead, it gave us the longest eco-
nomic expansion and the biggest surpluses
in our history. They opposed our social poli-
cies. They were against the family and med-
ical leave law. They said it would hurt the
economy. Instead, we’ve had over 20 million
people take advantage of it when a baby was
born or a parent was sick. And we’ve got over
22 million new jobs. Basically, they opposed
us on the Brady bill, the assault weapons ban,
putting 100,000 police on the street, putting
50,000 more on the street. They said it
wouldn’t put a dent in crime. Instead, it gave
us the lowest crime rate in 25 years and a
35 percent drop in crime.

They kept trying to put these riders to
weaken our environmental protection on all
the bills that I passed, ever since 1995. They
opposed it when I tried to set aside national
monuments, when I set aside over 40 million
acres for roadless areas in the national for-
ests. They said all of our efforts to have clean-
er air, cleaner water, were going to hurt the
economy. Instead, we’ve got the strongest
economy and the cleanest environment in
history.

Now, what’s the point of all this? We have
had a contest of ideas. And that’s what you
have to remind the voters of this November,
the people who aren’t here, the people who
don’t follow this so closely, but the people
who love our country and love this State and
want to do right by America when they go
into the voting booth. We have had a contest
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